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The Dambusters 
Newsletter of the Save the Mary River Coordinating Group Inc. 
March 2009             The State Election Issue 

With the election now set for 21 
March, it‘s on! There is no time 
like the next few weeks. What 
we do together in the period 
between now and 21 March is 
crucial to us winning this fight. 
 
Any feedback that can be pro-
vided from your discussions with 
candidates on how they stand in 
regard to the Traveston Crossing 
Dam proposal is most welcome, 
by email with the subject: 
"Candidate Feedback". The Save 
the Mary groups will ensure that 
MPs and candidates have the facts 
about why the dam proposal 
should be scrapped and the bene-
fits of several alternative water 
supply options for SEQ. All can-
didates standing for election will 
be asked to state their views and 
position on the proposed Trave-
ston Crossing Dam, and we will 
advise voters of the outcome. 
The claims from within the Labor 
Party that the proposed dam 
―isn‘t an issue to people in Bris-
bane‖ is being challenged, with 
campaign postcards continuing to 
be letterbox dropped in key Bris-
bane seats.  
 
During Febru-
ary, our com-
mittee met 
with concerned 
residents in 
public meet-
ings at Kan-
danga, Imbil, 
Ridgewood, 
Kenilworth and 
Cooran. It was 
an opportunity 
to share infor-
mation and to 
find out what 
others are no-
ticing around 
the area. 

There is growing concern that 
many people around Queensland 
still think that the dam has been 
stopped since Premier Bligh an-
nounced the delay in construc-
tion. But the very next day the 
Premier announced the state 
Government is still 100% com-
mitted to building this dam; the 
Labor State Government is still 
very much ‗full steam ahead‘ on 
getting approvals for its proposed 
dam and the Stage 2 Northern 
Pipeline Interconnector in early 
2009.  
 
Queensland Water Infrastructure 
(QWI) is going ahead with  pro-
jects in the Mary Valley, and new 
Government policies are being 
pushed through. Much more land 
has been purchased by QWI than 
what was identified in the pur-
chase plan for the proposed dam, 
putting valley communities under 
pressure. 
 
Communities are raising many 
concerns, including potential 
flooding upstream of the pro-
posed dam with long term resi-
dents saying that their concerns 

are being ignored. Many people 
are living on properties which 
already go partly under water 
when the Mary River floods, and 
there is widespread disbelief at 
the claims made by QWI that 
their properties would not be 
flood-affected by a proposed 
dam. 
 
Other concerns include how 
much more property around the 
Mary Valley will be sought by 
QWI, and how such a large 
amount of land will be managed. 
Land-owners are still being pres-
sured to sell out and leave.   
 
We are still waiting on a response 
from Minister Peter Garrett to 
our request for an independent 
assessment of the highly likely 
impacts from lack of freshwater 
flows on downstream communi-
ties and the internationally recog-
nised Ramsar Wetlands of the 
Great Sandy Strait which still has 
not been addressed in the Supple-
mentary EIS. 
 
Continued on page 2 
 

From the President 

This Dambusters we con-
gratulate Pam Soper 

OAM who received the 
Medal of the Order of 

Australia in January for 
service to the environ-
ment through executive 
roles with conservation 
organisations and the 
promotion of natural 

resource management. 

We also celebrate the 
$900 million extra fund-

ing allocated to the 
Murray-Darling Basin in 
February as part of fed-
eral government nego-
tiations over the eco-

nomic stimulus package.. 

To do this month:...get involved in the election campaign...sign up as a volunteer for the Mary River Festival......sign the down-

stream impacts petition...enjoy a swim in the Mary...listen to Alan Kelly’s song Dear Anna...sign up a new member...make a sub-

mission on the NPI Stage 2...sponsor the Love, Mary reprint or the Marginal Seats postcard campaign...discuss the election... 

MEMBERSHIP  
REMINDER 

You can download the 
form at 

www.savethemaryriver.com 
or visit the Save the 
Mary Info Centre in 

Kandanga. 
 

Full, Associate and Jun-
ior memberships avail-

able. 

STOP PRESS:   "IT'S ON!" 

State Election March 21 

This is a critical time in our battle. There will not be another chance like the 

next 3 weeks. The state economy has plummeted to the point where TCD is 

even more on the nose. The $570m already spent accounts for almost 40% of 

the state deficit. To proceed would be reckless, both for the environment 

AND the economy. 

 

We ask everyone who has ever signed a petition, written a letter, attended a 

rally or opposed the dam in any way to help us get the word even more into 

Brisbane and particularly into marginal seats. 

  

We've won this on environment and economics, now we have to win it on 

politics. 

 

"Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could 

only do a little"  Edmund Burke  

http://www.savethemaryriver.com


Continued from page 1 
The overdue Coordinator Generals report is 
still expected in early 2009. This report will 
then set the clock ticking for Minister Peter 
Garrett's EPBC Act decision within 30 days. 
We continue to find flawed data in the Sup-
plementary EIS and urge Minister Garrett to 
allow a 10 day public submission period to 
inform his decision. So be prepared...review 
your EIS submissions and evaluate whether 
your concerns have been addressed in the 
Supplementary EIS. 
 
Brisbane, Mary Valley and Hervey Bay 
groups fighting the proposed damming of the 
Mary River at Traveston Crossing joined 
together in early February to agree campaign 
strategies. As a collective, the groups con-
firmed that although not being party politi-

cal, we will actively campaign to oppose any 
candidates who are in favour of the proposed 
damming of the Mary River. 
 
This government must be pressured about 
spending over $500 Million in a land grab on 
a project that has no state or federal approv-
als, is highly unlikely to get approvals and 
especially, when the money could be better 
spent on rebates for improving water effi-
ciency and rainwater tanks, roads and our 
health system NOW. Dams are unreliable 
during droughts and the people of SEQ ex-
pect Government to deliver reliable and cost
-effective water supplies in adverse climatic 
and economic periods. 
 

We are looking for help with locations for 
new signs on private properties along main 

roads. Keep those 
ideas coming in, be-
come a member, be-
come involved and 
stand united with us 
against this proposal 
to dam the Mary 
River. We need di-
verse people with 
wide ranging skills 
and ideas for the chal-
lenge ahead of us. 
 

The Wide Bay Con-
servation Council‘s 
court challenge over 
ineffective fish passage 
for the Australian 

lungfish at Paradise dam took another step 
closer with a September hearing date set. A 
further pre hearing will be held in March  
with more information being requested on 
water quality and documents from the origi-
nal proponent, Burnett Water. You can 
follow the case at www.envlaw.com.au/

paradise.html. 
 

The "Love Mary" book is now on its 2nd 
edition (more on page 7). We still have time 
to encourage families in our Mary catchment 
to come on board with the "From My Family 
to Yours" initiative to inform Brisbane resi-
dents (particularly in marginal seats) about 
the importance of preserving the river…and 
why the dam will not solve their water woes. 
 

We‘re delighted to include in this edition the 
detailed instructions for making origami 
Mary River Turtles, courtesy of Harmony 
Douwes. If you‘ve been to a Love, Mary book 
launch, you may have had the opportunity to 
see one of these little creations, and now you 
have the means of making your own! Sincere 
thanks to Harmony for all her work in de-
signing the instruction sheet, which you‘ll 
find on page 5 of this Dambusters. 
 
This is a time like no other in the campaign. 
It calls for unprecedented effort, strength 
and pulling together to ensure that this 
flawed proposal stays firmly on the Queen-
sland political agenda during the next 3 
weeks. I look forward to working with you 
as we enter this key phase in the campaign. 

Glenda Pickersgill 
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President‘s Report (cont.) 

Campaign Energy Builds 

Campaigners meet together at Kandanga Hall in February. (A.Mackay) 

“We are not just campaigners, we are strong family, that has and will continue to make sure that the electors of Queensland are informed of the 
absolute stupidity of this proposal” - epic kayaker Steve Posselt 

Taking Mary to the Marginals 

Speculation as to when the election will take place ended this week with snap election called for March 21. Good thing that Save the Mary 
supporters decided not to wait for a date to be called and launched their Marginal Seats campaign with a bus trip to two Brisbane marginal seats 
in mid-January.  
 

Since then a number of other seats have seen ―Don‘t Murray the Mary‖ postcards distributed to letterboxes.  I‘m sure it‘s a pure coincidence 
but two MPs we targeted in marginal seats have since announced their retirement from politics. On coincidences, it‘s also interesting that our 
Phase 1 started the very same week as did Labor‘s letterboxing campaign. 
 

Plans are afoot for another run of cards to target South Brisbane, the Pre-
mier‘s own electorate, as well as Mt Coot-tha (held by Andrew Fraser, the 
Treasurer) and a number of  others. 
 

Talk about a grass-roots campaign! Many of the cards have been distributed  
by members when they‘re out for a morning or evening walk. If you can  
help, please contact us and we‘ll mail cards to you. We‘re targeting mar-
ginal seats with a Labor member, including Mansfield, Ashgrove, Aspley, 
Gaven, Cleveland, Hervey Bay and the sensitive seats of both the Premier 
and the Treasurer. 
      Ian Mackay 

Postcard Campaign  
Following a successful Phase 1, we‘re ramping up for Phase 2 
with brand new cards going into more electorates. There‘s still 
time to sponsor the marginal seats postcard campaign. You can 
sponsor an entire electorate for $260, and donations of any size 
are tremendously helpful. We only need 4% of voters to change 
their mind to change election outcomes—this is very winnable. 
 
To donate money, or your time, please contact Arkin at  
arkin@stoppress.com.au or (07) 5446 0096. 

http://www.envlaw.com.au/paradise.html
http://www.envlaw.com.au/paradise.html
mailto:arkin@stoppress.com.au


At the Woodford Folk Festival, the state 

Minister for Climate Change and Sustainabil-

ity Andrew McNamara spoke sensibly about 

climate change and the need for us to stop 

relying on fossil fuels. After this speech, it 

was alarming that he answered a question 

about the proposed Traveston Crossing Dam 

with a spiel about ―having to make some 

sacrifices to provide water for south-east 

Queensland‖ and then blamed farmers for 

the ―degraded state of the Mary River‖ and 

the endangered status of the many species 

which rely on the river for their habitat.  

Doesn‘t Mr McNamara know how much we 

need sustainable ways of catching and storing 

water, in order to stop the destructive dam-

ming of the planet‘s rivers, which is adding 

to climate change as well as killing river 

systems? Doesn‘t our State Minister for Sus-

tainability realise that dams, with a life of 

between 70-100 years, are a third-world, 

time-bomb solution to water shortages?  

 

Damming the Mary River on its wide, shal-

low floodplain will only create a weed-

choked swamp and destroy habitat for many 

creatures, but will not provide a reliable or 

sustainable water source for south-east 

Queensland. Would Mr McNamara ―sell 

out‖ and destroy the rich biodiversity of the 

Great Sandy Strait in his own electorate in 

order to save face for the Labor Party in 

Brisbane? Surely he knows that smarter, 

sustainable options are as easy as installing 

rainwater tanks, catching and storing storm-

water runoff, and using water-saving de-

vices? People all over south-east Queensland 

are catching on to the need for sustainable 

and responsible water use. 

 

We need to rise up and cry out to Mr McNa-

mara that the Mary River needs to continue 

to flow out to the sea 

on the Fraser Coast in 

his electorate, as the 

Mary River is the only 

river left of four major 

rivers that used to 

carry freshwater to the 

Great Sandy Strait. 

Endangered species 

like the Mary River 

Turtle, the Mary River 

Cod, and the Queen-

sland Lungfish are not 

endangered because of 

farmers. Farmers have 

been looking after the 

river for a long time, re-vegetating stream 

banks and fencing off stock. 

 

Mr McNamara needs to be reminded that all 

political leaders are temporary power-

brokers. The thing that matters is whether 

these leaders use their brief time in power to 

provide for the needs of  communities by 

protecting the environment, or if they in-

stead grab for short-term gain and destroy 

the environmental heritage that has sustained 

our lives on this planet for so long.  

Adele Coombs 
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Andrew McNamara Greenwashes at Woodford Festival 

State Politics 

Remember you have until Monday 9 March to lodge your submission to the EIS for the Northern Pipeline Interconnector 

(NPI) stage 2. More at www.travestonswamp.info/forum/viewtopic.php?t=4327 

Recent reports of environmental 
unrest in the South Brisbane 
branch of the Labor Party come 
as no surprise. South Brisbane, 
the home electorate for Premier 
Anna Bligh, traditionally has a 
high Green vote, around half 
that of Labor. The unrest is not 
coming from these voters how-
ever, but rather from those 
more readily described as 
‗rusted-on‖ Labor voters, those 
who, to use the common phrase, 
prefer ―to be on the inside piss-
ing out‖. 
 

Earlier reports that the develop-
ment industry now makes a 
greater financial contribution to 
Labor Party coffers than does the 
union movement should have 
started sounding the warning 
bells. When you think about its 
political backing, is it any won-
der that Labor is right behind the 
massive growth being experi-
enced in SEQ?  

But not all Labor voters share 
this drive. While Labor has long 
held the ―moral high ground‖ on 
matters environmental, the 
South Brisbane branch is plainly 
of the view that it has lost its 
direction. That‘s what persuaded 
Ronan Lee to jump ship late last 
year to become Queensland‘s 
first Greens MP (citing Trave-
ston as a major catalyst) and 
that‘s what‘s making many in the 
internal Green Labor movement 
feel their task has become some-
thing of an oxymoron. 
 

And it highlights a real sleeper in 
the coming election.  
 

Just what sort of environmental 
vote can Labor take for granted? 
 

There‘s the second preferences 
of those who‘ve given their vote 
to the Greens. These prefer-
ences often went to Labor not 
necessarily because the Greens 

had suggested it but because 
many Greens voters still held the 
residual belief that Labor would 
do a better job on the environ-
ment than the ―conservative‖ 
parties. This almost automatic 
flow –on has been looking rather 
shaky since the state‘s peak envi-
ronment groups gave the gov-
ernment such a poor report card 
on its environmental direction. 
Greens are now seriously con-
sidering giving a ―just vote One‖ 
suggestion this time around. 
 

This decision could hurt not only 
the Premier in South Brisbane 
but also Sustainability Minister 
Andrew McNamara in Hervey 
Bay and Treasurer Andrew Fra-
ser in Mt Coot-tha. 
 

But how else can a Labor voter 
show he‘s ―not happy Anna‖, 
that he‘s had enough of the 
greenwash at the expense of 
sound environmental stewardship. 

 

The steadfast refusal not to heed 
a host a experts and opt instead 
for its own spin on Traveston 
Dam has proven an all too visible 
barometer of what is wrong. 
Many long-term Labor voters 
have seen the light in this last 
term of office that is this is not 
the Party they‘ve always voted 
for.  
 

When experts aren‘t heeded, 
when calls from within are 
fobbed off, there is little re-
course but the ballot box.  
 

Perhaps a time in the political 
wilderness might bring about a 
change. 
 

The ―environment movement‖ 
will never swell any political 
coffers but it can be a mighty 
force on election day. 

Ian Mackay 

Trouble in the Ranks in South Brisbane 

http://www.travestonswamp.info/forum/viewtopic.php?t=4327


Singing for Mary 
During 2008, renowned local singer-songwriter 
Alan Kelly started a songwriting project which 
invited people to contribute a verse to ‗Dear 
Anna‘, a song to protest the proposed dam.  
 

Dear Anna, I love Mary 

I love the way she walks this land. 

I love her face, her voice, her hands. 

Dear Anna I love Mary. 

 

Dear Anna, are you crazy ? 

People told you long ago, 

Leave our Mary well alone 

you gotta let the river flow. 

 

Dear Anna are you mad 

Rotten like a fruit gone bad 

It means so much please understand 

Dear Anna I love Mary  

 Dear Anna,  Anna my friend. Anna again. 

  

Dear Anna don't be sad 

You could be the best that we've ever had 

Open your heart to the heartland 

Dear Anna in God's country 

 

You are our only hope 

Please let the river flow 

Gotta let our Mary  be, please 

 Do I have to get down  on my knees. 

 

You can listen, and contribute your own verse, 
by going to www.myspace.com and searching for 
―Barleyshakes‖. 

Recent News 
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Land Use Discussion Paper: Opportunity for 
Comment 
The Queensland Water Commission Discussion Paper on Impact of Water Reform on Land Use 
Planning and Development Assessment in South East Queensland is now open for public comment. 
Submissions are invited by 5pm, Friday 13 March 2009 and can be made via mail to Land 
Use Discussion Paper, Queensland Water Commission, PO Box 15087, CITY EAST QLD 
4002 or email qwclanduse@qwc.qld.gov.au. 

There are all kinds of Save the Mary activi-
ties on Facebook, including the popular 
Save the Mary Group, Page and Cause. 
Join them at: www.facebook.com/pages/
Save-the-Mary-River/9768953481?ref=ts 

Climate Change Summit 
Two members of the Brisbane Group attended the Climate Summit in Canberra at the be-
ginning of February. There was no doubt amongst the participants that we are indeed in a 
climate emergency. The level of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere must be reduced be-
low their current levels.  
 
There are very disconcerting, even alarming facts coming from the climate scientists. But, 
there was a great energy amongst the 500 participants to do something about it. 
 
What does this have to do with Traveston Crossing Dam? Well, if the dam is built the con-
tribution to greenhouse gases will be enormous. These gases would continue over the life of 
the dam. From the initial flooding, gases are emitted over a very long period. In the shallow 
areas what was once terrestrial vegetation becomes aquatic vegetation. When level falls, the 
aquatic vegetation dies and oxidizes into carbon dioxide. Terrestrial vegetation regrows in 
the moist soil. When the water level rises again this terrestrial vegetation decays into meth-
ane which is 25 times more powerful than carbon dioxide (when the effect is taken over a 
100 year period). This cycle is exactly how dams are designed to work. The longer the 
cycle, the more vegetation growth. So, short or long, the average emissions are pretty 
much the same. 
 
You can turn a desalination plant off. You can turn a recycling plant off. You cannot turn a 
dam off. Our children would bear the brunt of our folly unless we continue to act now to 
save the Mary Valley and to stop building new dams anywhere. 

Steve Posselt  

 

IT’S ON! 
State Election on March 21 

 Sponsor postcards  Distribute postcards 

 Write letters to papers  Display stickers and signs 

 Help at the info centre  Comment online 

 Ring talkback radio  Chase your candidate 

 Chase the cameras at 

election events 

 Make it your Facebook 

update  

 Add it to your blog  Talk to everyone 

 Send a From my Family to 
Yours package 

 Sponsor part of the book    

DO IT NOW: A QUICK GUIDE TO THE STATE ELECTION 

This is it! We’ve got just over 3 weeks to do it!  Here are 

some ideas for instant campaigning in the upcoming state 

election: 

 

Keep your diary free for election 
campaign actions, especially on 
Saturday March 14. 
 

Stay tuned via the website and 
forum for more information. 

http://www.myspace.com
mailto:qwclanduse@qwc.qld.gov.au
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Save-the-Mary-River/9768953481?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Save-the-Mary-River/9768953481?ref=ts


Focus on Fauna 
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There are three species of dolphin living in 
the Mary River Estuary and Great Sandy 
Strait – the common, spotted bottlenose and 
Indo-Pacific humpback – but of the three it is 
the Indo-Pacific that is considered to be most 
at risk if a dam is built 
at Traveston.  
 
The Indo (Sousa chinen-
sis) is classified as 
‗rare‘ by the EPA and 
‗near threatened‘ on 
the IUCN Red List. It 
is not known to be 
migratory, and be-
cause there is little 
knowledge of its ecol-
ogy and population 
status in Australia, it is 
considered a high pri-
ority research species.  
 
Closely associated with coastal areas in tropi-
cal and subtropical regions, the Indo is re-
ferred to as an 'inshore' species as it occurs in 
shallow nearshore waters (often near river 
mouths) and is rarely sighted more than one 
kilometre offshore. In turn it has one of the 
narrowest habitat niches, which makes it 
highly vulnerable to changes in habitat condi-
tions.  
 
Researchers from Southern Cross University 
have been studying populations in the Great 
Sandy for several years. There are known to 
be three separate populations inhabiting the 
area, each maintaining its own small home 
range. The Northern Strait population has 

been found to have a critical feeding ground 
at the mouth of the Mary where dolphins 
feed on prey moving out on the falling tide, 
such as flathead, prawns and mullet.  
Any threat to this food source is ultimately a 

threat to the Indo. It is important to note 
that a critical feeding ground for this species 
also once existed at the mouth of the Burnett 
River, but the population there vanished 
after Paradise Dam was constructed. Al-
though a connection between the disappear-
ance and Paradise has not been officially 
made, scientists have expressed great con-
cern that a similar event may occur at the 
Mary‘s mouth if food productivity is reduced 
due to lack of flows.  
 
In a supplementary report written for the 
EIS entitled Estuarine and Marine Ecology, 
consultants FRC Environmental explain that: 

‗A reduction in the abundance of relevant 
fish species due to impacts on fisheries 

productivity may affect the foraging 
success of this group of dolphins. If these 
dolphins move to a new feeding area, 
they may compete with the southern 
Great Sandy Strait or Hervey Bay popula-
tions, which could reduce the foraging 

and breeding success 
of the population. 
The nature and sig-
nificance of any such 
impacts to these 
dolphins are not 
known, as the likely 
impacts to the fisher-
ies productivity of 
the Mary River estu-
ary cannot be accu-
rately estimated.‘ 

 
Evidently further study 
is greatly needed to 
determine exactly what 
impacts a dam would 

have on fisheries and the marine species that 
depend on them – something the Queen-
sland Government has refused to do, despite 
the recommendations of its own scientific 
advisors.  
 
Like all dolphins, the Indo Pacific Humpback 
is protected under the EPBC Act, which 
means Minister Garrett must scrutinise any 
potential threats to its survival. For the wel-
fare of such a rare species to be adequately 
considered in the case of a proposed dam on 
the Mary River, it is crucial that an inde-
pendent investigation of estuarine impacts be 
conducted by the Federal Government.  

Elisabeth Berry 

No Flow Could Mean No Rare Dolphin  

The Indo is distinctive in appearance, with its mounded forehead, long beak, elongated dorsal fin and 
general ‗humped‘ appearance due to the fatty tissue that accumulates on its back as it ages. And it can 
age very nicely – up to 40 years in the wild.  (E.Berry) 

Petition continues to grow 
The petition calling on  Federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett to 
conduct an independent investigation of the impacts of the proposed 
dam on the estuary and Great Sandy Strait continues to collect signa-
tures.  
 
The petition will remain active for at least another month. So it‘s not 
too late to get your own signatures on the growing list. You can sign 
the petition at numerous locations in Maryborough and at the Save the 
Mary Info Centre. Please contact Tanzi on 0405 848 375 or at 
run.mary.run@gmail.com to get copies of the petition to place in 
workplaces or businesses near you.  

“...the Mary River Turtle and the Australian Lungfish are survivors of 
lineages that began hundreds of millions of years ago. They are interna-
tionally significant, and no less symbolic than the giant panda. We know 
little of the biology of these species, and other fauna and flora of the 
Mary River, and the threats they face are compounded by our ignorance.. 
We have often taken refuge in the belief that there are many steps on the 
road to extinction, and no single action could be held responsible. For 
some of these species, including the turtle and lungfish, we are near the 
end of that road.’ - Kath Walker, Adjunct Associate Professor, Adelaide University 

mailto:run.mary.run@gmail.com


Save the Mary Activities 
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This raffle is not only about making extra dollars for the campaign to 
stop the dam, but highlights the Lungfish, and that it has been found 
and demonstrated that Lungfish in an impoundment such as a dam 
face the prospect of not reproducing. Not the least of the unknowns is 
the oscillating oxygen levels in a shallow warm dam and the impacts 
on the Lungfish coping with these artificially fluctuating tempera-
tures. Additionally the impacts downstream have not been assessed as 
to how the Lungfish would cope with a significantly altered and low-
ered river flow and associated hatching zones.  
 
The laughable and infantile idea of the 'catch and carry' and the 'fish 
ladder' principle to mitigate Lungfish impacts holds no water. The 
Government‘s approach to these significant issues is nothing less than 
criminal in its whitewashing of important areas of science. The Lung-
fish has its descendency in Gondwanaland, is related to our evolution, 
is of international significance and is our responsibility to in no way 
compromise its survival. The imagery in the art highlights the surreal-

ism of there being no progeny 
around; a bit like a missing head-
stone in an arch. 
  
Tickets are $2 each and are avail-
able at the Save the Mary Info 
Centre. The winner will be drawn 
at the Mary River Festival on Sat-
urday 21 March 2009.  Members 
of the STMRCG will soon receive 
a bundle of 5 tickets in the post to 
buy or to sell to friends. Tickets 
and money need to be back to the 
Save the Mary Info Centre before 
March 21. 

Article and glass art by Jason Makeig. 

Fundraising Raffle of 'Lungfish Progeny Damned' 

Brisbane Group Steps Up The Pace  
We started this year by developing our campaign strategy for 2009, fully 
aware that this is the year when the Save the Mary campaign will reach a 
climax and a final decision will be made at State or Federal Government 
level. We‘re prepared for a tough fight, strengthened by knowing that 
we‘re acting for the benefit of future generations. 
 
We recently visited two Brisbane MPs to provide them with campaign 
material and to ask them to lobby the Premier to change the State‘s water 
policies. We‘re looking for more Brisbane supporters to offer to serve as 
local representatives  when we visit more State politicians, particularly 
supporters who live in the Cleveland, Redcliffe, Redland Bay/Victoria 
Point, Springwood/Daisy Hill or Wishart/Macgregor areas. If you live in 
these areas and think you may be able to join us in a visit, please contact 
the Group (details on page 8). 
 
We started planning to hold information stalls at the four university cam-
puses during the Orientation Week events later this month and weekly 
market days during the semester. 
 
We‘ve also started planning for the upcoming state election, and we‘ll be 
distributing a questionnaire to all candidates asking for their policy on the 
dam proposal. The responses to this survey will then be used by us to give 
voters a guide to the candidates‘ policies on a sustainable water supply in 
their electorate. Also, Brisbane Group members have been distributing 
our STMR postcards to homes in some of the marginal electorates in the 
metropolitan area. 
 
David W and Steve P of the Brisbane Group attended the first national 
Climate Summit in Canberra in late January, joining over 500 people 
from across the nation to devise new policies, campaigns and processes for 
a united national grassroots climate movement. The Summit recognised 
that sustainable water policies form an integral part of plans to combat 
climate change. 
 
On 7 February, the Group attended the first joint meeting of the three 
Save The Mary River community groups. We presented a report on our 
activities and plans, and all those present resolved to form a united and 
coordinated front to continue the fight for the Mary River and all species 
that depend on it until we win. 

David White for the Brisbane Group 

Greater Mary Association Membership 
If you live in the Lower Mary or Great Sandy Strait and are look-
ing for ways to get more involved, GMA welcomes you to attend 
our meetings on the 4th Tuesday of the month, 7:30pm, Mary-
borough Town Hall training room. It's also time to renew GMA 
memberships. New members are also very welcome. Standard 
membership $20, concession $10 and corporate membership 
$100.  Please email Beryl at kbheid@aussiebroadband.com.au to 
join.  

Mary River Festival Seeks Volunteers 
To sign up as a stall holder or volunteer, please contact Joolie 
Gibbs on 5481 0732 or Gallery@gympie.qld.gov.au. 

The Brisbane Group is seeking volunteers to staff info tables on 

election day. 

mailto:kbheid@aussiebroadband.com.au
mailto:Gallery@gympie.qld.gov.au
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It‘s hard to not see the irony in Andrew 
McNamara‘s choosing to release his 
―McNamara Plan‖ just before World Wet-
lands Day on the 2 March 2009. Mr McNa-
mara is the Minister responsible for Ramsar 
Wetlands in Queensland and yet his contin-
ued support for the proposed Traveston 
Crossing dam, combined with his proposal to 
transfer even more water out of the Mary 
Catchment, represent a major contradiction 
of the values World Wetlands day seeks to 
promote. It seems that his vision for the 
future is more than just a little blurred.  
 
It is also puzzling that, until the release of his 
plan, Mr McNamara has argued that the 
proposed Traveston Crossing dam will not 
have any impacts on the Mary River estuary 
and Great Sandy Strait. However, now he 
suggests that his plan to remove the Mary 
River barrage will counteract the environ-
mental impacts of the proposed dam.  
 
Let‘s not forget the stark reality that the 
proposed dam dwarfs the Mary River bar-
rage in terms of size, water extraction and 
area flooded. Any suggestion that removing 
the barrage would counteract impacts of the 
dam is akin to suggesting that a bandaid can 
heal an amputated limb.  
 

 
The Mary River barrage has long been a 
point of contention in the Fraser Coast com-
munity. It is a separate issue from the pro-
posed dam. Decisions about the future man-
agement of the Mary River barrage require a 
thorough scientific investigation and broad 
ranging consultation with affected and inter-
ested community members: landholders in 
the ponded area, irrigators reliant on the 
barrage, commercial and recreational fishing 
groups, conservation and landcare groups 
and urban water users.  
 
Dramatic public statements about the bar-
rage made by Mr McNamara seek to divide 
rather than create constructive dialogue. 
Sadly, his comments also show the state of 
democracy in Queensland where considera-
tion of community views seems to rate very 
low on the political radar. Mr McNamara 
needs to spend less time talking about his 
visions and more time listening to his elec-
torate and fulfilling his responsibilities to the 
people of Queensland, including those re-
lated to his Ministerial Portfolio of Sustain-
ability, Climate Change and Innovation. 
 
Since mid 2007, the water security of the 
Fraser Coast has been the subject of research 
and deliberation in a State Government 

process not even acknowledged in Mr 
McNamara‘s plan. This process comes under 
the banner of the Wide Bay Burnett Regional 
Water Supply Strategy and a draft of the 
strategy is due to be released for public com-
ment soon. More info about the process is 
available at www.nrw.qld.gov.au/water/

regionalsupply/wide_bay_burnett/index.html. 
 
The Greater Mary Association and members 
will be reminding Mr McNamara of his re-
sponsibilities in the coming months and we 
invite all people concerned about sustainabil-
ity and biodiversity to write to Mr McNa-
mara and tell him what you think of his per-
formance so far. His contact details are:  
Hon. Andrew McNamara MP 
PO Box 15155,  City East QLD 4002 
E: Andrew.McNamara@parliament.qld.gov.au 

 
Mr McNamara is accepting public comment 
on his plan until 29 February 2009, available  
at www.andrewmcnamaramp.com/wp-content/

uploads/2009/01/mcnamara_water_plan.pdf . 
 
Let‘s make sure that World Wetlands Day 
2010 provides us with an opportunity to 
celebrate our success in protecting our Ram-
sar wetland, the Great Sandy Strait, for fu-
ture generations.   

Tanzi Smith 

The blurred vision of Mr McNamara 

―When I read ‗Love, Mary‘, I realised that I had underestimated some of the human impacts of the proposed 

Traveston Crossing Dam project. I could not stop tears welling up as I read how healthy people and their pro-
ductive lives are being damaged. Long before the project attempts to get the go ahead, the psychological dam-
age done by emotional stress is affecting my fellow citizens right now. People living in the region are having 
their dreams broken. The human relationships within families, between lovers, farmers, friends and 
neighbours are being made to suffer while at the same time scoundrel state politicians claim to be trying to 
improve our community‘s health services. 
  
If there is any section in our society that ‗Save the Mary‘ is fighting hardest for, it is the young, our children. They are our future. Whatever 
happens to the Mary River will be our generation‘s gift - our legacy - to our children. The story of fourteen year old Angus Robertson, who 
dreams of one day continuing running cattle on his family farm in the Mary Valley is compel-
ling. Angus is growing up under a cloud of uncertainty. When Queensland goes to the polls 
the more people who understand Angus‘ story, and the emotional stress that this young 

Queenslander is enduring, the less likely it will be that this dreadful dam will ever proceed.‖ 
- Jerry Coleby-Williams is a renowned horticulturalist, TV presenter, environmental 
activist and a heartfelt supporter of the Save the Mary River cause. 
 

―As Mayor of the Sunshine Coast and previously a long time resident of the Mary River 

catchment, I commend this book to you as a fabulous selection of lovingly compiled images 
and stories about this wonderful giver of sustainable life, both modern and ancient called the 

Mary River.‖ - Bob Abbott is Mayor of the Sunshine Coast Regional Council 

 

―I felt like I was reading about something sacred...but then perhaps I was.‖ - reader comment 

Reflections on ‗Love, Mary‘ 

'Love, Mary' News 
The book has sold so well, almost 9,000 copies 
have been distributed, and it is time to print a 
further 5,000 copies. Creators of the book, 
Adele, Glenbo and Ian are working on new 
pages for the second edition, which we are 
hoping will also include postcards for easy cam-
paign activism!  
 
There is an opportunity for further sponsors to 
support the second print-run, so if anyone 
would like to sponsor the second edition of 
'Love, Mary' please contact Adele Coombs at 
fairlierose@yahoo.com or 0427 839 165.  

Check out www.savethemaryriver.com for election news, discussion, and Save the Mary shopping. 

http://www.nrw.qld.gov.au/water/regionalsupply/wide_bay_burnett/index.html
http://www.nrw.qld.gov.au/water/regionalsupply/wide_bay_burnett/index.html
mailto:Andrew.McNamara@parliament.qld.gov.au
http://www.andrewmcnamaramp.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/mcnamara_water_plan.pdf
http://www.andrewmcnamaramp.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/mcnamara_water_plan.pdf
mailto:fairlierose@yahoo.com
http://www.savethemaryriver.com
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It‘s hard to stay chronological with a snap 
election announcement in the news...skip to 
the end if you‘re impatient! 
 
In another instance of rhetoric vs. reality, 
media attention went to unhappy residents 
suffering significant personal damage in the 
wake of the Northern Pipeline Inter-
Connector Stage Two whilst government 
agencies talked up the environmental safe-
guards supposedly in place (SCD 14/01/09, 
28/01/09). During February, Save the Mary 
campaigners joined with some of the 230 
directly-affected Yandina residents to protest 
the pipeline, in what was described as an 
―ambush‖ (SCD 13/02/09). 
 

The marginal seats postcard campaign 
stepped onto the national stage with reports 
that the ALP was ―unnerved‖ as ―Labor 
strategists concede[d] the move could cost 
Mr McNamara his seat[...]and hurt the party 
in Brisbane‖ (Aust 16/01/09). The story ran 
also in Sydney (SMH 18/01/09). The 
Westender also profiled the campaign and 
declared the TCD a state election issue 
(Westender 17/01/09).  
 
Brisbane residents were reminded that the 
$500 million wasted on the TCD proposal so 
far was money snatched from health, educa-
tion and traffic infrastructure (BT  
18/01/09). In ABC News, the tenuous hold 
of Andrew McNamara, with only a 2% mar-
gin in Hervey Bay, and the likely impact of 
the TCD proposal on election outcomes 
there, garnered attention (ABC 19/01/09). 
 

Australia Day got the Traveston slant with 
the cane toad racing form guide describing 
the ―Traveston Travesty‖ as a ―difficult toad‖  
for Sunshine Coast Regional Council Mayor 
Bob Abbott (SCD 22/01/09). 
 

The campaign to save the Mary went tabloid 
with New Idea running a story on Bob Irwin, 
the incredible work done by Craig and Gab-
rielle Latta at AFTCRA and the plight of the 
Mary River Turtle (New Idea 19/01/09). 
Local media, likewise, carried the story 
(SCD 26/01/09). 
 

Anna Bligh‘s delay promises got even shakier 
when both the Australian and the New Zea-
land recruitment websites seek.com ran ads 
for construction and other workers for the 
TCD. A flurry of government and agency 
explanations ensued, and we‘re still left 
wondering why these ads were so promptly 
pulled from the online recruiter despite 
promises from all that they were nothing to 
do with the Government (SCD 21/01/09). 
 

The pre-election heat on Anna Bligh got 
several degrees hotter with her own ALP 
branch announcing a motion against her for 
failures of environmental accountability and 
developers having ―undue influence‖ (CM 
26/01/09).   
 

Another tragic fatal accident on the Cooroy–
Curra stretch of the Bruce Highway was a 
bitter reminder of the Government‘s neglect 
of a lethal stretch of road in favour of their 
dogged pursuit of the TCD (Noosa Journal 
1/02/09). Media attention seems to have 
since pushed the Bligh government into ac-
tion, with Roads Minister Warren Pitt an-
nouncing roadworks will begin shortly (GT 
19/02/09), as Greens, Nationals and the 
LNP unite in lobbying Canberra for more 
appropriate placement of the route which, as 
presently proposed, would make for signifi-
cant environmental impacts (GT 
20/02/09). 
 

Meanwhile, the farcical fish ladder 
at Paradise got a ribbing (GCM 
and SCD 28/01/09, BT 
29/01/09) and in a bizarre case 
of selective attention Andrew 
McNamara talked up the impor-
tance of environmental flows in 
his water plan which entirely fails 
to acknowledge his own govern-
ment‘s proposed mega dam on 
the Mary (ABC Wide Bay 
2/02/09). An op-ed piece criti-
cised the ALP‘s inattention to the 
impending water crisis, and like-
wise the ―extravagant‖ and 
―rushed‖ approach taken once 
‖showman‖ Beattie decided to pay 
attention to it (CM 2/02/09). 

The danger of dams was brought home to us 
via the tragic Sichuan earthquake which ex-
perts believe may well have been caused by 
the nearby ―huge‖ Zipingpu Dam (London 
Telegraph 3/02/09, BT 4/02/09). In South 
Australia, a suspected electrical fault caused 
millions of litres of water to drain from the 
Torrens Lake, drying the dam in parts and 
revealing tonnes of rubbish (CM 12/02/09). 
 

While tough economic times were blamed 
for the Queensland Government‘s $1.5 bil-
lion deficit (CM 20/02/09), it‘s hard to miss 
that more than a third of the deficit can be 
accounted for in the $540 million squan-
dered  on the flawed TCD. 
 

After promising Queenslanders she would 
definitely run full term (Townsville Bulletin 
16/02/09), Premier Bligh called the snap 
March 21 poll on the web (Anna4Qld web-
site 23/02/09). With Traveston identified as 
a key election  issue (ABC TV 23/02/09; BT 
23/02/09), including by Labor‘s own Mr 
Macnamara (ABC 24/02/09), we‘re in for 
an exciting ride. 
 
In the News is collated from postings to the 
Media Watch forum (www.travestonswamp.info/
forum). If you have a media snippet you‘d like in 
this Dambusters column, please post it to the 
forum and alert Tilly Hinton. 

The Dambusters Newsletter is published monthly and Dambusters Bulletins are released if there is big news that can’t 

wait until the next edition. All Dambusters can be accessed online at www.savethemaryriver.com. 
 

Contributions and feedback to The Dambusters are welcomed and can be sent to the Editor, Tilly Hinton: tillyhin-

ton@hotmail.com or 5456 2910 (a/h).  
 

The Dambusters is distributed by email to Friends of the Mary - everyone on the Save the Mary River mailing list, all 

members and associate members of the Save the Mary River Coordinating Group and fellow groups involved in saving 

the Mary River. You can become a Friend of the Mary by contacting the Save the Mary Info Centre in Kandanga. Print 

copies of the newsletter are available at the Save the Mary Info Centre. 

Contacts List 
Save the Mary River Coordinating Group  (STMRCG) 
Post: c/o Post Office, Kandanga, Q 4570 
email: savethemaryriver@gmail.com  
Web: www.savethemaryriver.com 
Forum: www.travestonswamp.info/forum/ 
 
Save the Mary Info Centre - Open 7 days 
Visit: Kandanga Railway Station, Kandanga 
Phone: (07) 5488 4800 
 
Greater Mary Association (GMA) 
email: greatermary@gmail.com  
Web: www.ourgreatsandy.com/ 
 
Save the Mary River Brisbane Group 
Phone: David 0403 871 082 or Gaby 3395 5028 
email: savethemaryriverbrisbane@yahoo.com.au  

The Last Word 
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