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This issue we
congratulate Ian
Mackay, who
was recently
made a lifetime
member of the
Sunshine Coast
Environment
Council for his
services to conservation on the
Sunshine Coast
over the past 25
years.
RENEWED YOUR
MEMBERSHIP YET?
If not, you can download
the form at
www.savethemaryriver.com
or visit the Save the
Mary Info Centre in
Kandanga.
Full, Associate and Junior memberships are
available.

From the President
A big thank-you to all our Volunteers and Supporters who continue to work tirelessly on this
campaign to overturn the decision to dam the Mary River at
Traveston Crossing by putting in
their time on stalls, the info centre, researching at home, putting
up signs, buying merchandise,
putting in submissions, talking
with people about the project
flaws, providing moral support
for those affected and so on.
There's one thing that is very
clearly obvious. This state government has no money to build
this project and has wildly underestimated the financial, environment and social costs. The latest
cost-benefit analysis in the Addendum to the Supplementary
EIS is an appalling document. It’s
trying to paint a rosy picture of
benefits without truly looking at
the social and environmental
costs or even properly comparing
with reliable alternatives such as
demand management, capturing
stormwater where it falls or
desalination. A copy of the supplementary EIS is available from:
www.qldwi.com.au/
TravestonCrossingDam/
ApprovalProcess/
EnvironmentalImpactStatement/
TravestonCrossingDamEISSupplementaryReport.aspx.
The tragic news for this month
has to be the lungfish deaths
which accompanied the recent
spillway releases made from the
North Pine Dam. There was a
large effort mounted by local
volunteers to relocate survivors
back into the North Pine dam,
and clean up the remaining bodies.
Returning from our visit, Steve

Burgess and I discussed how
many unknowns there were
about the incidents. We had arrived to canoe downstream of
where David Kreutz had made his
discovery of around 50 lungfish
dead or maimed from going over
the spillway 2 days before. The
video footage that David made
says it all and will be up on the
www.savethemaryriver.com
website soon.
The first most noticeable thing
we found was the amount of water that was now flowing to flush
the fish stranding problem away.
The smell of dead fish was obvious to the nose as we canoed
downstream to the water intake
weir.
SEQWater mounted a rescue and
cleanup operation on the 25th
June. This was reported in the
media, with a focus on the rehabilitation activities. We were
concerned about the techniques
illustrated in the news footage,
which including transporting
individuals in the open back of a
utility and tipping them out enmasse from a significant height
over the tailgate. It was hard to
believe that the rescue and
cleanup operation had been scientifically supervised and that the
kill and stranding event had been
fully documented with the condition of all the injured individuals
adequately assessed.
The next day after the cleanup,
we found a further 4 dead lungfish over 1 m in length in various
stages of decomposition, the
bright orange underbelly and
large scales making the bodies
very obvious. It is important that
there is a thorough investigation
into this horrific event.

Well here we are in July and
surprise surprise ... no Coordinator General's report yet .. so still
no state or federal approval and
no update on (yet another) revised timeline. More data will not
get this flawed project over the
line.
Many thanks to all the supporters
who have donated to the Paradise
Dam legal fund so far. The thermometer has hit the $77,873
mark. This will be an important
test for compliance of the EPBC
Act and fishways and WBCCC
need our help to get to the target
needed. More legal details at
www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/
federal_ct/2009/540.html.
In the light of the recent lungfish
strandings below the North Pine
Dam, it is very obvious that
there'll be absolute mayhem for
lungfish when the Paradise Dam
eventually overflows, with its far
worse "stepped" spillway.
The federal government called
for public comment on the existing bilateral agreement between
the federal government and the
Queensland state government
concerning the assessment of
projects under the federal Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act.
We strongly recommended that
the draft be amended to ensure
that major state-owned projects
are subject to an EPBC assessment procedure which is wholly
independent of the proponent for
the following 4 reasons:
1. Conflict of interest and lack of
independent environmental assessment using the example of the
proposed Traveston Crossing
Dam.
(Continued on page 5)

To do this month:...sign the two new letters about the tragic lungfish kill...donate to the Paradise Court Case...buy a Save the
Mary raffle ticket...or ten...renew your membership...volunteer at the Info Centre...man a Save the Mary Stall...attend a committee meeting...share this newsletter with a friend...re-read your EIS submission...write to key politicians...sign a petition...
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Government Credibility in Tatters

North Pine lungfish kill damns government pledge
The dramatic lungfish kill below North Pine Dam on June
24 is a damning indictment of
the state government’s conservation record on this iconic and
vulnerable species. Following
the release of water from the
North Pine Dam, more than
forty dead and dying lungfish
were found in just one short
stretch of riverbank below the
dam wall. It is not known how
many more dead would be
found washed further downstream.

Dam eventually overflows,
with its far worse "stepped"
spillway.‖

over a dam wall does to this
globally significant threatened
species"

―To then lumber the Mary
River with a Traveston Dam
lungfish and turtle killing device
would be just the last straw for
this species,‖Mr Kreutz said. ―
This is a fish that is absolutely
unique to just a couple of rivers
in Queensland, but our state
government seems to act like
there’s plenty more where they
came from."

What really floored us was the
delayed response from the
Queensland government, with
no effort made to salvage any
survivors.‖ Ms Pickersgill said.

According to Save the Mary
River Co-ordinating Group
Secretary, David Kreutz who
made the grim discovery, ―the
lungfish were up to 1.5 metres
in length and were either already dead or very near to
death and displayed absolutely
horrific injuries.‖ Mr Kreutz
said that although the incident
was reported to authorities
there had been no rescue or
investigative effort mounted on
the day the discovery was reported.

He added that as well as dead
lungfish, there were hundreds
of bass, yellowbelly and catfish
damaged from the spillway fall
or stranded in the pools that
will dry up in the next few
days. "This is the third such
event resulting directly from
the operation of North Pine
Dam in recent
months, but it is the
first that we have
been able to get our
own independent
documentary evidence."

The case, mounted by the Wide
Bay Burnett Conservation
Council and a coalition of Environment groups is significant
because aspects of the Paradise
Dam fishway are proposed as
the model for the fishway on
the controversial Traveston
Crossing Dam, which has yet to

―This should be a national outrage. Statements from the government yesterday of "up to
100 native fish went with the
release, including around 12
lungfish", are a gross understatement of the facts. It makes
an absolute mockery of the
state government’s pledge that
it can mitigate the effect that
dams have on this ancient fish.
Going on these North Pine
Dam fish kills, there’ll be absolute mayhem for lungfish when
the Burnett River's Paradise
Classic Quote from the Queensland Government Hansard
(June 4 2009): Mr Messenger:
‘Why is the Premier so reactive?
What did she do when she was a
child? Did she go to school and
grab canteens from all the other
schoolchildren, dip them into the
toilet to fill them up and maybe put
little fluoride tablets in their canteens? Did they give her $10 worth
of pocket money and she spent
$20?’ This is what we have. We
have a Premier who has mismanagement in her DNA. She is reliving
some sort of childhood fantasy."
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Dam opponents are following
the upcoming legal challenge to
the Paradise Dam which will be
heard in the Federal Court in
September.

gain either state or federal environmental approvals.
―There could scarcely be a more
poignant way to drive the message home to the state government, ―Dams kill lungfish. Stop
wasting our money and scrap
the proposed Traveston Crossing Dam‖, Ms Pickersgill said.
Lungfish were introduced into a
number of rivers in south-east
Queensland in 1896 in an effort
to secure the species’ long term
survival. It appears that only the
populations in Pine and Brisbane rivers have endured. They
are believed to live to around
100 years of age and the size of
the ones killed in the North
Pine tragedy suggests they were
quite old.
- Adapted from Save the Mary
River Coordinating Group

―When is this government going face
up to the fact that
shallow media spin
will do nothing to
ensure survival for
the lungfish?" said
Save the Mary River
Coordinating group
President, Glenda
Pickersgill.
"Yesterday's tragedy
graphically demon- One of many graphic images of injured, dead and dying lungfish below North Pine Dam
strates what going (Photo: D Kreutz).

First the water...now the soil
The Sunshine Coast Daily
( June 25 2009) carried the
story that the state government
is investigating claims that tonnes of top soil have been taken
from northern interconnector
water grid pipeline easements
and sold.

houseCooper last week began
interviews with property owners who claim to have been
affected. One Mooloolah Valley property owner reported
she now has a claypan where
her best horse paddock had
been.

It claimed that property owners believe topsoil had been
sold for up to $500 a truckload
for the soil and that Sydneybased audit firm PriceWater-

Lawyer Peter Boyce, who
represents a number of property owners affected by easements for the pipeline, said
that many had complained

about their quality soil being
taken. Mr Boyce said any soil
taken from his clients’ properties for any reason should be
either replaced with soil of
equal quality, or paid for.
He said he had been waiting
three months to receive answers to questions he asked
about the amount of topsoil
and soil that had been taken
from a property.
- Ian Mackay
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Fundraising for Save the Mary River Campaign Budget
As the save the Mary campaign rolls on, there
is always a need to finance new and ongoing
activities. Over the next few months, you can
contribute by purchasing raffle tickets, also
giving yourself a chance to win beautiful Save
the Mary artwork.
RAFFLE 1
 Framed Water Colour Painting by Sharon
Ingersole - 'MORNING MIST'
 Book of 5 tickets $10 - Drawn 22/08/09
 Orders must be received
by 12/08/09 to ensure
receipt of your tickets
prior to the draw:

Send payment to STMRCGInc., c/- Post
Office, Kandanga Qld 4570 OR
Call 07 5488 4800 (STMRCGInc. NO DAM
Centre)
Those who receive Dambusters by post will
receive $10 ticket books for these two raffles.
If you’d like books to sell, please also contact
the Save the Mary Info Centre
- Jenny Mengel

RAFFLE 2
 Patchwork Quilt by Sian
Beatty - Inspired by her
love of the Mary River
 Book of 5 tickets $10 Drawn 12/09/09
 Orders must be received
by 03/09/09 to ensure
receipt of your tickets
prior to the draw.

Did you know: Membership of the Save the Mary River Coordinating Group runs on a calendar year basis. That means that if you
haven’t paid a membership fee in 2009, yours is now due. Please
contact the Info Centre at Kandanga for renewals.

Like we said...there are alternatives
The federal government has approved the new 
Binningup desal plant in Western Australia.
This proposal is planned to produce 50 billion
litres of water per year (expandable to 100
billion) for a projected cost of about 1 billion
dollars.

This water supply will then be close to 100%
reliable in the worst possible drought, will not
interfere with the freshwater flow in any river
or into any estuary, will not deny farmers
access to existing water supply, will relieve
pressure on environmentally critical groundwater supplies, will impact on less than 50ha
of land, without any dislocation of local population.
Other than this, the environmental impacts
are related to local salinity effects near the
outflow, the amount of electrical energy
needed to power the plant, and the visual and
general impacts of the plant itself.
Compare this to the proposed Traveston
Crossing dam:
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70 billion litres of water (proposed),
which will not be available during
droughts, for more than 2.5 billion
dollars (including some of the pipeline
costs, but not including the costs of all
the road relocations).
More than 14000 ha of freehold land
already purchased, hundreds of families dislocated, destruction of the social fabric of the small towns in the
Mary Valley, loss of access to irrigation water, massive disruption of the
freshwater ecology of entire river
system in one of the most biodiverse
parts of Australia (recognized by two
international biosphere reserves),
disruption of the fresh/salt water
balance and ecology of the Ramsar
wetlands in the estuary of the Mary.
Loss of hundreds of hectares of listed
endangered terrestrial ecosystems,
huge losses of water to evaporation
and seepage and impacts on water
quality throughout more than 200 km
of river downstream.



Huge energy costs are still involved in
treating and pumping the water, and
the structural impact of water treatment and pumping stations required
alone are bigger than the footprint of a
desal plant. The general salinity effect
on waters in the estuary are far greater
than those that would be caused by a
desal plant, because a desal plant only
extracts the freshwater that is sold,
whereas the dam denies the estuary
not only of the water that is sold, but
also all the of evaporation and seepage
losses caused by the dam.

When faced with this sort of choice - which is
the better water supply option? Duh!
The crazy part is - SEQ does not need either
of these options. Enough rain runs down the
gutters of Brisbane to supply the total regional
demand twofold, and SEQ already has a brand
new and almost totally unused recycling system and an existing desal plant also laying
unused.
- Steve Burgess
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Dugong Candle Spectacular
The plight of dugongs was spectacularly
highlighted in Hervey Bay on June 6 for
World Environment Day.
Our Dugong - Yuwang’kan is the latest
public candle installation by the Art for
Earth team, in collaboration with the Mary
River campaign, following the success of
Dok’ku at Tandora homestead in June
2008.
At Dayman Park this year, hundreds of supporters young and old, gathered before
sunset to help light 4,000 candles, creating a
giant glowing image of a dugong family
feeding on seagrass.

Footage of the display was taken from the
air, and participants were delighted when
sky-divers dropped over the site, filming the
spectacle as they descended. A short documentary of the event is soon to be released.
So stay tuned!
The Greater Mary Association (GMA) was a
project partner for the event in the hope of
raising awareness about dugong populations
in the Mary River estuary and the potential
threat the proposed dam would have on
seagrass – the food supply for this vulnerable species.

Under the EPBC Act, Minister Garrett is
obligated to consider the impact of the proposed dam on dugong populations in the
Great Sandy Strait and Hervey Bay.
QWIPL has conducted no analysis of how a
dam on the Mary would affect the characteristics of estuarine waters and sediment
which determine the survival of seagrass
pastures.
Check out the GMA photo gallery for pictures of
this event! Go to: www.picasaweb.google.com/
greatermary and click on the Our Dugong –
Yuwang’kan album link.
- Elisabeth Berry

Photo by Glenbo Craig

Photo by Laura Calvo

Photo by Glenbo Craig
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The Save the Mary message has reached many downstream folks
and visitors to the region at two recent events. The Greater Mary
Association held a stall at the Maryborough Pub Crawl in early June
(lots of merchandise sales and 1517 signatures on the petition).
Thanks go to Beryl H, Janice A, Vicky S, Gene M, Chicka D, Wilson T,
Ross and Gail S.
The Teebar Rodeo was held on the 20th June with another GMA
stall, again with fantastic fundraising results. Thanks to everyone
who helped out and made generous donations.
(This update from Beryl Heidenreich—many thanks!)
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Save the Mary at Big Sunshine Coast World Environment Day
Footage of the North Pine Dam lungfish carnage was a prominent
feature of our display and stall at World Environment Day celebrations at Sunshine Coast University recently. Save the Mary volunteers reported people being moved to
tears by the images
and quite outraged
by the accompanying
media reports which
sought to portray the
event as a ―lungfish
rescue‖ quite ignoring the extent of the
deaths and maiming.

Adrienne and her crew of volunteers have put together an impressive portable display and have recently taken it to several regional
shows, Noosa’s Festival of Water as well as World Environment
Day.

Hundreds signed
letters to Environment Ministers, both
state and federal,
calling for an investigation into the incident.

―We’ve received wonderful support wherever
we’ve gone,‖ says Adrienne. ―
People just can’t believe
the government is so
determined to press ahead
with such a fool project.‖
For those who missed
signing letters, they are
now available at
www.stoppress.com.au
- Ian Mackay

A quiet moment at the Save the Mary Stand (Photo: A.Mackay).

To have your say about the tragic North Pine Dam fish kills, go to the letter generator at www.stoppress.com.au.
President’s Report (Cont.)
(Continued from page 1)

2. Major changes in the state planning and
assessment laws and procedures particularly
in the last 3 years.
3. Previous failure of the State Development
and Public Works Organisation Act EIS process
to assess impacts on Matters of National
Environmental Significance using examples
from Paradise Dam, and
4. Monitoring and lack of enforcement of
EPBC approval conditions using examples
from Paradise Dam
Our full submission can be viewed at:
www.savethemaryriver.com/drpl/sites/default/
files/STMRCG%20submission%20Bilateral%
20Agreement%2019%20Jun%202009.pdf.
And finally, the inefficiencies of the Water
Grid: For anyone who missed the water
debate 04 Jun 2009 on the state Water and
Another Act Amendment Bill 839, there
were a whole heap of interesting facts. Here
are a few extracts from the debate:

Western Corridor Recycled
Water Project : The commission’s
report indicates that that project cost
Queenslanders $2.5 billion
(budgeted cost $1.5 billion...overbudget by $1 billion). It is
a hopeless failure in terms of any sort
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of return on investment. It was supposed to provide 230 megalitres of
recycled water a day. It is providing
40 megalitres at a cost of $2½ billion.
Gold Coast Desalination Project.: At the end of March the desalination project had cost $1.122
billion. It was producing no water.
The commission says that it had been
tested to capacity and then shut
down. Members from the Gold
Coast have raised a number of concerns about the performance of the
desalination plant. It is now June and
it is still being commissioned.
Southern regional water pipeline which cost $833 million. That is
almost another billion dollars. It was
supposed to transport 130 megalitres
of water a day to Brisbane. At the
end of March its peak performance
was 70 megalitres a day. It had
achieved just over half of its design
capacity.

There are a number of other projects along
the same lines. The Moreton Bay Regional
Council’s substitute recycled water project
cost $41 million and produced no water at

all. The Bribie Borefields Project cost $43
million and produced no water at all. Just in
that list of projects the Water Commission
had spent $4.5 billion to produce 40
megalitres of water a day—to produce a
little bit of recycled water to pipe to the
power stations and to provide water to government owned corporations. The Water
Commission’s 2006-07 annual report states
that it cost almost $18 million—roughly
nine times more than what Premier Peter
Beattie originally promised. The following
year’s annual report stated that its costs blew
out even further to $25 million. The Water
Commission costs $25 million a year to
run".
So keep up the great work and thank you to
all our volunteers and supporters. Let the
committee know if you have an idea or can
help at any time. For those not sure how to
become involved in the Save the Mary campaign, we encourage membership either full
or associate to be more informed. Committee meetings are held fortnightly every second and last Thursday of the month and
members are welcome.
Glenda Pickersgill

Page 5

The Last Word

Paradise Dam Court Case
Fundraising Thermometer

Upcoming Events
Saturday 11 July
Brownwater Classic Boat Race at
Pickering Bridge

Saturday 22 August
Save the Mary Stand at Imbil Show.. Volunteers needed.

Tiaro Farming and Lifestyle field day. Friday 11 - Saturday 12 September
Save the Mary Stand at Noosa Show,
Tuesday 21 July
Pomona. Volunteers needed.
Submission deadline for the August edition
of Dambusters
Adrienne Mcverry is the Special Events Coordinator for the Save The Mary River CoordiSaturday 25 July
nating Group. To volunteer a helping hand,
Greater Mary Association Social Event by please contact Adrienne on 5485 5046, 0407
the river in Maryborough is proposed for 591 475 or leamy44@hotmail.com.
12 noon Saturday, 25 July, Queens Park
Maryborough.. Details forthcoming.
Tuesday 18 August
Submission deadline for
the September edition
of Dambusters

Photos by Arkin Mackay.

Snippets
Target 5000 signatures for the Garrett Petition
Progress towards 5000 signatures on the
Downstream Impacts petition launched by the
Greater Mary Association is setting an astonishing pace. If you have some completed petitions and don’t know where to take them,
please drop them into the Save the Mary Info
Centre at Kandanga or post them there. If you
need an electronic or paper copy of the petition, contact Tanzi on
run.mary.run@gmail.com.

Fill-in editor needed for The
Dambusters newsletter
Help is needed from someone familiar with
Publisher to produce the December newsletter (released in the last week of November),
while Tilly is travelling overseas. If you’re
interested, please contact Tilly on 5456 2910
or tillyhinton@hotmail.com

Urgent Letter Campaign Now
Online

Contacts List

Save the Mary River Coordinating Group
(STMRCG)
In response to the gruesome news of endanPost: c/o Post Office, Kandanga, Q 4570
gered Lungfish being swept to their death over
email: savethemaryriver@gmail.com
a dam spillway in South-East Queensland,
Web: www.savethemaryriver.com
following a planned water release, a letter
Forum: www.travestonswamp.info/forum/
campaign has been launched to lobby Kate
Jones (Qld Labor Minister for Climate Change
Save the Mary Info Centre - Open 7
& Sustainability) and Peter Garrett (Federal
days
Environment Minister).
Visit: Kandanga Railway Station, Kandanga
Phone: (07) 5488 4800
You can send online letters from
www.stoppress.com.au or visit the Info CenGreater Mary Association (GMA)
tre to sign and send.
email: greatermary@gmail.com
Web: www.ourgreatsandy.com/
Save the Mary River Brisbane Group
Phone: David 0403 871 082
email: savethemaryriverbrisbane@yahoo.com.au
Web:
www.savethemaryriverbrisbane.wordpress.com/

The Dambusters Newsletter is published monthly and Dambusters Bulletins are released if there is big news that can’t
wait until the next edition. All Dambusters can be accessed online at www.savethemaryriver.com.
Contributions and feedback to The Dambusters are welcomed and can be sent to the Editor, Tilly Hinton: tillyhinton@hotmail.com or 5456 2910 (a/h).
The Dambusters is distributed by email to Friends of the Mary - everyone on the Save the Mary River mailing list, all
members and associate members of the Save the Mary River Coordinating Group and fellow groups involved in saving
the Mary River. You can become a Friend of the Mary by contacting the Save the Mary Info Centre in Kandanga. Print
copies of the newsletter are available at the Save the Mary Info Centre.
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